By Ann SCULLY


VALENTINE’S Day 2014 was the day that Mark Betar was diagnosed with an inoperable Oesophyageal Cancer and was told after further tests that it was highly likely that he would not survive beyond Christmas 2014.

All that changed when Mark was referred to a remarkable man at the John Hunter Hospital - Dr Sebastian Kwon, Oesophago-gastric Surgeon who, in conjunction with successful chemotherapy and radiotherapy at Newcastle’s  Mater Hospital, made the decision to perform the 17.5 hour operation to remove the tumour wedged in Mark’s oesophagus.

During Mark’s hospitalization and recovery period and seeing Dr Kwon on a daily basis, he discovered that Oesophageal Cancer was not a “popular” cancer as far as fundraising is concerned and as a result felt that he could somehow make a difference.

Mark and his wife, Lyn, recently decided to donate $150,000 to the John Hunter General Research Trust encompassing Newcastle University, the Mater Hospital and the John Hunter Hospital. 

This sizable donation will be able to support substantive, meaningful collaborative research and is being presented today in the Gordon Kerridge room in the Royal Newcastle Centre.

Speaking with Myall Coast News, Mark said, “I have been assured that our contributions will go to Oesophyageal Cancer research and hope that through this ongoing research, other people diagnosed with this type of cancer can benefit from future positive outcomes and procedures.”

Mark’s background was of a commercial nature and the only way he could measure the effectiveness of his business was through results and not ever having anything too much to do with hospitals and the work that is done was a definite eye-opener.

 “Right through this whole journey, the people I encountered were absolutely brilliant and totally devoted to their work and are not motivated commercially.”  

“They simply love their work and helping people,” Mark told Myall Coast News.

Lyn Betar wanted to comment on Dr Kwon and said, “He is a genius and this aspect is only surpassed by his kindness, compassion and empathy.”

In closing, this remarkable couple would clearly like to see other people contribute to the John Hunter Hospital which is the centre of excellence remembering that it does not matter about the size of the donation as every little bit helps these wonderful people continue their research.
By Anne RUTTER

THE last cruise down the river for the Myall Tourer happened on 26 June. 

For the last 15 years Mac and Linda have toured the river and the lakes and if the last cruise was anything to go by, they have left a lasting impression on all who sailed with them.

A small group of six were lucky enough to benefit from Mac and Linda’s generosity and cruise across the Broadwater from Bombah Point and down the Myall River to Tea Gardens. 

It was a fittingly glorious day and all on board all enjoyed a most informative tour with a lovely morning tea and lunch.

The Myall River is simply magnificent and every turn had its own piece of history to tell. 

The hosts have a wealth of knowledge to share.

Discussed was the history of the timber and prawning industries.

The Myall Tourer has now moved to the Hawkesbury River and will continue to operate from Akuna Bay. 

That's the sad news, but the good news is that Mac and Linda stay with us. 

Their other vessel, The Independence, may not be quite suited to cruising in the same vein as the Myall Tourer but she too will provide a valuable service to support our tourist industry.

We'll all miss the boat!

By Ann SCULLY

MARY Cotterill, mother of three, started her butchery apprenticeship at 38 years.

Stroud Butchery is her family business and Ms Cotterill said she always wanted to be a butcher. 

“We opened the shop in 2010 and we decided it would help our business go ahead if I did an Apprenticeship and my husband would be my boss and trainer.” 

“It was hard work,” Ms Cotterill told Myall Coast News.

Mary juggled the tasks of the three children, running a household and full time work learning a trade.

She did all the Tafe work at home where she could squeeze in the time.

“I also taught myself how to do the bookkeeping and accounting so I had a lot more going on than your average young apprentice,” Mary said.

If that wasn’t enough Mary still made time for other community activates.

“Later in my apprenticeship I joined a ladies soccer team and was treasurer and did some fund raising for the team.” 

“It has been a long tough Apprenticeship as my boss gave me no special treatment.  He was very hard and told me it was for my own good as to do the trade I needed  to do it properly or not at all,” Mary told Myall Coast News. 

“From the start of my Apprenticeship I said I was going be great at it and aim for Apprentice of the year 2015 for butchery (cert 3 in meat retail ).” 

Mary worked hard, fulfilling extra study to get 9 distinctions and 6 credits. 

Her hard work and tenacious attitude was rewarded when on 26 June Mary was awarded Apprentice butcher of the year 2015 for the hunter region.

At the award presentation, at Wests Lambton, she was also credited with the Phil Darby Memorial Award of Encouragement.

This special award is for apprentices or trainees who have had a challenging time while completing their vocation/ trade.

“It was a fantastic experience to have all my hard work acknowledged with these amazing awards,” Ms Cotterill said.

Mary wanted to particularly wish older people encouragement to shoot for their dreams.

“It’s never too late to do a trade and be great at it,” she said.

By Max BOWMAN

TIM and Daphne Motum recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with a celebration with family and friends at Benchmark on Booner St.

Having spent nearly all his life in Tea Gardens, Tim grew up in an Oyster Farming family before leaving home for the big smoke. 

Tim returned home when his father became ill at sixteen years of age to help and eventually take over the family Oyster business.

During this time, Tim built the iconic Oyster Hut on Marine Drive before getting out of the Oyster game in 1989 and starting Tea Gardens Home Plan Service after his training as a designer and draftsperson.

Daphne is well known locally after having spent twenty seven years in administration at Tea Gardens Public School.

Fifty Years married is a wonderful achievement these days and we congratulate Tim and Daphne on the occasion.

They raised their family in Tea Gardens having two children who have now given the pair four grandchildren.

When asked the secret of a successful marriage, Daphne quickly chipped in with “Good wine, that’s the secret.”

Both Tim and Daphne stated they,”Would not live anywhere else in the world.” displaying a love of our local area and the fact they have lived in the same house for forty eight years.

Well done Tim and Daphne keep up the good work and let’s hope there are many more to celebrate.

VOCI Stupende is Italian for ‘beautiful voices’ – A classical song company featuring some of Australia’s newest and most promising rising stars of the operatic world. 

This dynamic group of young people have already enchanted and enthralled audiences, their concerts an evocative journey through the ages of classical song. 

With a bold yet accessible repertoire, their renditions include well known and loved pieces such as Puccini’s “O mio babbino caro” and Dvorak’s “Song to the Moon”. 

Sensational group performances include pieces from Strauss and Bizet and the superb “Un di felice eterea” from Verdi’s La Traviata. 

These talented performers will transport you on an emotional roller coaster of drama and passion.

A matinee concert is on in Stroud on Sunday 26 July.

Tickets available from the Stroud Newsagency located in Cowper Street.

More information call 02 6778 1233.

By Max BOWMAN

TEA Gardens Manor manager Janita Stuart sees the soon to be opened new wing and facilities as an opportunity to involve the local community in a most important aspect of the overall project.

“We see The Manor as a big part of the Tea Gardens community and we see this competition as a great way to let people see first-hand and be a part of naming the facility and its environ.”

In a just announced competition, the winner will be given a theme and asked to provide six names within this theme to name various parts of The Tea Gardens Manor.

To enter, simply attend the Manor Coffee Shop and pick up an entry form, first prize is yet to be announced but will no doubt be something worth the effort of dropping by and ‘having a go’.

Janita invites any interested parties to come and have a look at the progress of the extensions set to open by the end of July or early August this year.

“We are always happy to show visitors around so that they can see the latest in aged care facilities right here on our doorstep.”

So why not get along to The Manor and have a look at the tremendous work being done to ensure we have a First Class residential aged care facility and while your there have a cup of coffee and enter this unique and exciting competition.

Any enquiries can be directed via phone: 4919 7000 or by emailing: reception@teagardensmanor.com.au

BUILDING new dams, investigating desalination or harsher water restrictions?

All options being considered and investigated by MidCoast Water as part of its review of the organisation’s long term strategy for the provision of water services to our community.

“These are just some of the ideas on the table – and there are a range of issues we want to hear community opinions on,” acting general manager Brendan Guiney explained.

To gather these opinions MidCoast Water is running an online survey, and all members of the community are encouraged to have their say.

The survey has three main themes – how to provide water in the future, water restrictions and how they should be used and the sustainable management of recycled water.

“With some interesting ideas, we are hoping our community will want to be part of the conversation,” Mr Guiney said.

The results of the survey will feed into the Our Water Our Future Strategy, which is  MidCoast Water’s 30 year rolling plan and outlines how the organisation will work to manage water resources for generations to come.

“We are continually planning, not only about what needs to be done in the short term to ensure we provide safe drinking water and reliable sewerage services, we also think about how our region will look in 30 years and beyond,” Mr Guiney explained.

To take part go to www.midcoastwater.com.au and follow the survey links.

By Adrienne INGRAM

TWENTY-five volunteers from the Great Lakes area joined locals to plant the dunes in front of the Hawks Nest Surf Club on Friday 10 July. 

The visitors, which included Dune Care Tuncurry and One Mile Beach Forster groups, travelled by coach to help the Dune Care Bennetts Beach project and the  Bitou Busters Hawks Nest & Tea Gardens, who have been clearing invasive weeds from the dunes near the Surf Club on Bennetts Beach. 

In four hours they planted 1,500 native plants to help stabilise the dunes against erosion, provide a more attractive view across the sands to the sea, attract native small birds and trap litter. Great Lakes Council provided the plants. 

The visitors got to know their hosts over morning tea with a selection of homemade cakes they brought with them. 

After the planting, the volunteers boarded the bus for a sightseeing tour around Hawks Nest while BB coordinator Jill Madden and Ian Morphett, Secretary of the Myall Koala & Environment Group, spoke about their work, the local environment, plants and animals. 

The volunteers returned to the dunes where Steve Howard of Great Lakes Council had prepared a BBQ, supplemented with donated salads and delicious desserts and new friendships were formed.

Jill Madden thanked everyone for their great work and hoped in the near future they would be invited up to Forster and Tuncurry to work on one of their dune care projects.

By Max BOWMAN

TILLERMANS is the place to be this coming weekend, 18-19 July for a celebration of all things French.

A fourteen year tradition that occurs on the weekend closest to Bastille Day (July 14) all started at the suggestion of a local U3A French student.

Peter Hodges was teaching French to the local U3A group and one student asked why they couldn’t have a Bastille Day celebration.

Peter said, “We kicked off with a small affair, but as our own French connection grew, so did the yearly celebration of fun, food, and all things French.”

Peter and wife Kerry have a long affiliation with France and in particular the village of Sigoulès near Bordeaux where they have a house and have over the years become a part of the community as they have in Tea Gardens.

This year’s event will incorporate many elements from the Friday night markets in Sigoulès where the locals get together and celebrate all things locally produced with long tables serving wine and food.

During their time in France, Kerry and Peter have become part of Confrèrie du Raisin d ’or de Sigoulès which is a conference of people to engage in the promotion of wine and products of the area.

Coincidentally the coming weekend will hold a special bond with the 40th Anniversary Wine Festival being held in Sigoulès and Peter and Kerry acting as ambassadors in a reciprocal role have assisted in the procurement of Hunter Valley wines. 

The weekend will see entertainment from Susan Young and Dougie and the Escargots with a quiz and lots of singing.

EVERY child deserves a great start to their education so Stroud Road Public School are starting Kindergarten Transition in Term 3, 2015.

During transition sessions students will be participating in a variety of activities relating to our Key Learning Areas (English, Mathematics, Science and Technology, Human Society, and Its Environment, Personal Development, Health and Physical Education and Creative Arts), as well as becoming oriented with the school playing and socialising with other students and learning daily school routines.

This opportunity will 

ensure your child is comfortable, confident and prepared to commence their early years of learning at Primary School.

Information Session on Thursday 16 July - week 1 of term 3.

First Transition Day is Monday 20 July - week 2 of term 3.

If you are interested in enrolling your child to participate in this program please contact Crystal McGuigan (Principal) on 4994 5276.

By Rachel REITSMA

FORSTER Library had the privilege of hosting a workshop on Wednesday 8 July by Melanie Lee. 

Melanie Lee is the author of “A Girl in the World” and co-founder of The Creative Kind. 

Her workshops focus on encouraging children and adults to imagine, draw, write and create their own stories.

During the three hour workshop, Melanie Lee did not have the opportunity to read her picture book to those who attended as they were so involved with creating their own stories. 

Melanie Lee has 30 years experience working with children and is now a local resident of the Bulahdelah area. 

She began running her workshops three years ago and is especially interested in supporting the creativity of children. 

She believes a safe space will allow the innate creativity inside of us all to come out and play. 

Melanie is also interested in having discussions with teachers that encourage the focus on child-centred learning rather than standardized testing.

Inspired by Sir. Ken Robinson, an educator from the UK, who has written books and lectures about the shift from standardized schools to personalized learning. 

Melanie Lee spoke with Myall Coast News and explained, “My job is not to teach but to learn from the children.

The Creative Kind workshops are all about allowing children and adults the space to create, there are no mistakes, there is no right or wrong. 

There is no editing. 

I foster a sense of freedom that comes out through their writing and creating.”

“A Girl in the World” is available through her website and will be available to buy from bookshops in September. “A Boy in The World” and “A Girl In The World Follows Her Dreams” are also available now.

For more information about Melanie Lee visit www.thecreativekind.org
MEMBER for Myall Lakes is encouraging local Aboriginal artists to apply for the 2015 NSW Government Aboriginal Arts Fellowship.

Mr Bromhead said the $30,000 fellowship will support an Aboriginal artist to showcase their work and expand their skills.

“This fellowship is a terrific opportunity for an Aboriginal artist to undertake professional development,” Mr Bromhead said.

“The fellowship will allow the recipient to undertake a self-directed program of professional development that could include travel, mentorships, residences, workshops, research and creation of new work.

“It is available to Aboriginal artists in all art forms including collections and cultural heritage, community arts and cultural development, dance, literature, multi-art form, music, theatre and visual arts,” Mr Bromhead said.

Acting Premier and Minister for the Arts Troy Grant said the NSW Liberals & Nationals Government is committed to supporting Aboriginal artists who contribute to the social and cultural richness of our State and produce works combining traditional stories with art.

“The fellowship program will unearth the quality of our Aboriginal arts and cultural sector and provide an artist with an opportunity to broaden their skill set,” Mr Grant said.

POLICE are appealing for information following a child approach incident in Forster last week.

At around 2.30pm on Thursday 9 July, a nine-year-old boy was walking his dog along Panorama Drive, when a vehicle stopped nearby.

The driver called out to the boy, offering him a lift and trying to engage him in conversation, but the boy ran from the location and alerted his mother to the incident.

The boy’s mother then notified police, who commenced investigations into the incident and conducted a patrol of the area.

Officers attached to Manning Great Lakes continue to investigate the incident and area appealing for information.

Police would like to speak to the driver who is described as being of Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander in appearance, aged between 30 and 40 and with dark skin.

The vehicle involved is described as being a white Toyota Hilux dual cab utility.

Meanwhile, the incident has again prompted police to encourage parents to discuss the ‘Safe People, Safe Places’ messages with their children.

Make sure your parents or another adult you know knows where you are at all times.

Always walk straight home or to the place you are walking to. Walk near busier roads and streets, or use paths where there are lots of other people.

Know where safe places are – a shop, service station, police station, library or school. 

If you are ever frightened, you should go to one of these places and ask them to call the police.

Learn about safe adults you can look for and talk to if you need help – police officers, teachers at school, adults you know and trust.

Don’t talk to people you don’t know and never get into a car with someone you don’t know. 

If a car stops on the side of the road and you don’t know the person inside, do not stop.

If you are scared and can use a phone, call 000 and tell them you are scared.

If someone tries to grab you, yell out, ‘Go away, I don’t know you’. This lets other people know you have been approached by someone you don’t know.

THE June Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Labour Force figures have been positive once again, with the second consecutive month of full time jobs growth. 

Despite an increase in the participation rate, the unemployment rate has remained at 6 per cent. 

Over 24,500 full time jobs were created in June, offsetting the decline in part time work, which lost 17,224 jobs - the first time we have seen a decline in part time work this year. 

Looking at the monthly trends and the fluctuations in full and part time jobs numbers, it will be interesting to see how the July will play out. 

After a big decline in part time work, we often see the numbers correct themselves the following month, so we could see growth in part time work. 

Whether this will impact full time jobs is yet to be seen. However two full months of full time jobs growth is good news for job seekers.

Steve Shepherd, Employment Market Analyst at Randstad told Myall Coast News, “From looking at Randstad’s job demand and increases in job ads, we have seen a 24 per cent year on year growth in jobs advertised in the manufacturing sector. There are positive signs the sector is having a revival.” 

“This is great news, as Australia currently has an oversupply of job seekers in the manufacturing sector. This will help those looking for jobs in this sector where demand has been slow. This growth is likely to have benefited from the falling dollar, which has made Australia a more attractive market for manufacturing,” said Mr Shepherd.

“With falling commodity prices and financial issues in Greece and China, the next few months will be critical if we are to maintain jobs growth, as a downturn, loss or decline in employer confidence will impact the jobs market. We have seen markets like health and construction strong for jobs all year but it’s good to see manufacturing now having a positive impact. States like Victoria may see the greatest benefits, as the state has a strong manufacturing industry,” he said.

New South Wales continues to be one of the strongest performing states, following the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) June labour force figures.

Even with the participation rate increasing by 0.2 per cent, the unemployment rate only increased from 5.7 to 5.8 per cent - the lowest figure out of all the major states.

“New South Wales will continue to be one of the strongest performing states throughout the year, as it benefits from construction and trade jobs in both residential and commercial building projects,” Mr Shepherd said.

By Max BOWMAN

HAWKS Nest Beach Holiday Park has been recognised by starratingsaustralia, a website driven by customer comment and reviews to showcase excellence in family holiday accommodation.

Operators Tracey and Ken Moore, were overwhelmed with the nomination.

Tracey said, “We’re so excited to be in the running and with some support from visitors and locals, we can help put Hawks Nest and Tea Gardens right on the big map of places to go.”

“Our core business is getting the area out there in the public eye to attract more visitors to our beautiful region.”

By following the link Australia's Favourite Holiday Parks and lodging a vote, you can help our local tourist industry.

The prizes include national advertising for the winners and this can only benefit the area as a whole with increased knowledge of our area and its facilities and attractions.

So if you’ve got a few minutes to spare and help support a business in our local area, log on to starratingsaustralia and follow the link to Australia’s Favourite Holiday Parks.

Support from everyone could lead to putting our area further up the list of places to go.

We all know what we have to offer tourists, so let’s help get the word out and by helping one business, the results will benefit all.

Good work Tracey and Ken let’s go to the winners circle with our Holiday Park and show the others how good our region is!

THE Myall River Tea Gardens Support Group for persons with Parkinsons disease (PD), and their carers, held their first bimonthly meeting at the Tea Gardens Manor on 1 June.  

The management of the Manor have made a room available for the Group to hold future meetings.

This enables residents in the Manor to come to the meetings.  

The coordinators, Garry Boyd and Narelle Hawkes thanked the manager for their kind offer of the venue and morning tea.

The next Parkinsons Disease Support Group meeting will be held on Monday 3 August, again at the Manor.  

There will be a guest speaker, Mr Jonathon Allott of TabTimer, who has designed a pill container and other electronic devices designed to remind people living with Parkinsons (or other diseases) when medication is due.  

Jonathon searched high and low for a pill box with a timer and alarm to assist his parents. 

After visiting countless pharmacies and searching online, Jonathon couldn’t find such a device in the local market. 

He eventually found that he had to buy a medication reminder device from the USA, paying for exchange rates, delivery charges and time delays.

The medication device worked well for his parents - they were relieved of the task of remembering to take medicines, because the medication reminder did the remembering. 

All was going well until one day the medication reminder was lost. 

Jonathon once again searched high and low for a replacement and, as he was still unable to find a timer in Australia, once again he had to purchase the item from the USA.

Myall Coast News spoke to Mr Allott and he said, “TabTimer now has over 100 different products and helps people with many different chronic illnesses, diseases, disabilities, hearing and vision impairment.”  

“Their products help people improve their quality of life and help them maintain their own independence as long as possible, especially people with Parkinson’s, Alzheimers, dementia, diabetes, epilepsy, heart disease and many other chronic illnesses,” he said.

Anyone with PD, or who is a carer, is welcome to attend the meeting which will start at 10 am.

Myall Coast Mudcrabs 

By KNOCKON

THE Myall Coast Mudcrabs Rugby Union side had a stunning win over the undefeated competition leaders Fosters Dolphins played last Saturday in round 11 of the Lower Mid North Coast competition. 

In a determined and gutsy performance the Mudcrabs defended strongly throughout the game stopping many strong raids by the Foster Dolphins.

Best defenders for the Mudcrabs were Ashley Rushby in the back row, James Farmer in the front row and Sean Blanchard in the second row.

In the backs Tristan Tansey, Matt Reynolds and Michael Oliviera constantly harassed their opposite number with ball and all tackles. 

The game was still anybody’s at half time with the score being 10 points all with the second half having four lead changes in the next 40 minutes with both sides trying desperately to score tries. 

The Mudcrabs however, continued to apply pressure on the Dolphins which finally paid off when Ashley Rushby seized on a handling error from Dolphins half back and scored close to the posts to convert the try. 

As the second half progressed the ball worked its way from end to end and the Dolphins just missed scoring when winger Brennan Blanchard tackled his opposite in the corner.

The Mudcrabs again worked its way upfield and were awarded a scrum penalty which Ashley Rushby kicked to make the final score 23 points to 22. 

The Mudcrabs are now clearly in 4th place and with 3 rounds to play but will need to continue winning to grab the last Semi final place from Wallamba. 

The Mudcrabs now travel to Wauchope next week where they play Wauchope Thunder and will need to win this fixture and gain a bonus point. 

The Mudcrabs play their last home game against Old Bar at Myall Park on 25 July and would love to see a vocal home crowd.

This game will also be the annual breast cancer fundraiser so dress in pink and see the Mudcrabs wear the pink socks.

Tea Gardens Women’s Bowls

By Lily SMITH

MONDAY July 6th: The Club Annual General Meeting was held this morning with 43 members attending including our past Presidents, Lynn Humphries, Anne Mackenzie, Liz Kelly and Jo Younghusband  

President Sandra Leisemann opened the meeting at 11.00 am. Secretary Vicki Rankin read the minutes from the 2014 AGM. Then the Treasures report from Robin Webster was presented. The selection Committee’s report was read by Liz Kelly in the absence of Nola Jackson.  

Jo Younghusband read her Match Committee’s report and also thanked her members. 

President Sandra addressed the meeting thanking all Committees for the work they have done in the running of our Club. 

We were informed that 6 of our members have taken the Markers Course, and that they found it very interesting; more to it than first thought. They all passed of course! 

We will be fortunate this year to also have 2 new coaches for our club. Lorraine Harvey and Kathie Rimmer will be taking that course, giving us access to our very own coaches, without relying too much on our Men’s club. 

Sandra also informed us that Pelican Pest Control will again sponsor us for another 3 years.

On November 24th the Club will be celebrating it’s 60 year anniversary. Planning is up and running for that, more on that later in the year.

President Sandra then handed over to Lynn Humphries to welcome our new committee members. 

The Executive Committee consists of President Sandra Leisemann, Secretary Vicki Rankin and Treasurer Merle Sargeant. Vice Presidents are Margaret Smith and Robin Webster.

Selection Committee members are Deyonne Page and Carol Hayden. There are 3 vacancies yet to fill.

The Match Committee will comprise, Kathie Rimmer and Karen Green, however 2 or 3 more members would be welcome. 

The Social Committee members are Carolyn Bywater, Kerry Faber, Wendy Brand and Pam Gilchrist. The social girls know that the can call for helpers from the members should they need extra hands for special functions.

The Publicity Officer is still me!

Tuesday July 7th: One more member of the Selection Committee was added, with Bev Stephens filling one of the vacancies on the panel.  Liz Kelly stepped down from being the Welfare Officer. 

Liz is a very caring person and has kept us informed on the welfare of our members who are in ill health.  

Margaret Smith has volunteered to step up and take the position. Thank you Margaret! 

It is winter so we shouldn’t complain but we do! This morning saw 32 brave and intrepid bowlers face up to the icy wind. The sun did appear but with little warmth.

Our games today consisted of one game of 4’s and four games of triples.. The winners with the highest margin with a score of 14 points were Carolyn Bywater, Jeanette Emmett and Pat Baker.

Thursday July 9th: What a difference a couple of days make. Today was nothing like winter, the sun shone and some of us discarded our heavy jackets and jumpers and enjoyed the spring like conditions. 

We had a small turnout today with only 12 players on the green. Some of our members are playing away in the Newcastle District triples competition. We wish them well!

Games today consisted of 2 games of triples. The winners with the highest margin with 22 points, were Kerry Faber, Clare Brown and Loretta Baker.

By Luke BOYD

THE annual Gibber to Gibber was successfully held from the 10-12 July.

The interclub competition, comprises of the Hawks Nest Golf Club Social Club (fishing division), Tea Gardens Country Club (fishing division) and Bulahdelah Bowling Club (fishing division).

The keen anglers were all determined to be part of the winning team, so fished to the best of their ability, and the catches showed.

Among the catch were enormous tailor, bream, drummer, groper, flathead and even whiting. 

The winning teams score was tabulated through the total score of the top ten anglers for the weekend.

The winning team for the second year in a row was Tea Gardens Country Club (fishing division), second place Bulahdelah Bowling Club (fishing division) and third place Hawks Nest Golf Club Social Club (fishing division).

The individual clubs competitors had very good catches all round. 

The junior champion was Megan Markham (Tea Gardens) weighing a few great tailor and the junior runner up was Poppy Rapley (Hawks Nest) who weighed a large tailor. 

The ladies champion was Kerin Duncan (Bulahdelah) who had one of the biggest catches for the whole competition.

Kerin weighed tailor, luderick, whiting, bream and flathead. All great fish. 

The ladies runner up also from the Bulahdelah club was Fiona Minute also weighing some great fish.

The men’s division was a tight affair with the victor weighing tailor over a kilogram each, large drummer and big bream.

The president from the Bulahdelah Bowling Club, Darren Carrall was the men’s winner.

The runner up was Thomas Evans with a bag full of fish that closely matched the winners. 

Great fishing from all anglers and a great team effort from the hosting club made the weekend a continually successful event.

The mystery fish drawn was a whiting and Kerin Duncan(Bulahdelah) won with the largest whiting.  Great fishing and well done to everyone.

Tea Gardens Men’s Bowls

By The JAFFA

JULY 8: In weather usually reserved for Fridays, the heavens opened up preventing any play today in the usual Nominated Triples competition.

July 10: No doubt due to the fact that Wednesday bowls was washed out, many bowlers needed their “fix” for the week and turned up to try their luck at Friday Jackpot Pairs. A good field of 24 turned out in almost perfect conditions on the synthetic green.

The winners on +17, on a countback, were; Ray Prigg and George Winter.

Runners –up, also on +17, were; Ken Southern and Tom Parkinson.

There were six winners entered for the two jackpot draws but alas the jackpots stayed intact.

July 11: The final of the Minor Pairs was played today on the grass green. After the drenching on Wednesday the grass was playing a little on the slow side. The team of Henk Faber and Leigh Hunt were opposed to Geoffrey Muggleton and Doug Naylor.

The game was always fairly close until the 15 end where Geoff and Doug scored a fortuitous 7 shots. It was a measure for the next as well! 

At this stage in proceedings Geoff and Doug held an 11 shot lead. Little did they know that they were not to win another end. 

All players had difficulty in adjusting to the pace of the green, particularly as the light faded and shadows immersed the green.

Henk and Leigh won the next 6 ends but they could not make up the deficit.

Geoff and Doug winning by 3 shots at the bell, 22-19.

Congratulations  to Geoffrey Muggleton and Doug Naylor, Minor Pairs Champions for 2015! 

July 12: The much awaited final of the club premier event, the Club Singles Championship, was played today in appalling conditions. 

In freezing weather, with a strong westerly howling across the synthetic green, playing was always going to be a nightmare.

The match between Jeff Baker and Richard Lee deserved a big gallery and, apart from the usual bowling tragics, the weather scared off the rest. 

For those that braved the cold, it was well worth the effort, but to the bowlers; all due praise for competing. 

At about the 15th end, Jeff held a handy 16-10 lead but dropped those 6 shots over the next three ends and by the 18th Richard had all but caught him trailing 16-17.

A three at the 19th saw Richard take the lead. He then seemed to move up a gear and won 9 of the next 12 ends, powering home to win 31-21.

Congratulations to Richard Lee, Tea Gardens Bowling Club Singles Champion for 2015.

Tea Gardens Hawks 

By Neil REYNOLDS

THE Tea Gardens Hawks produced an embarrassing form reversal at Windale Oval on Saturday, defeated by 64 points to four. 

Going into the game with a disrupted preparation, and several last minute team changes, the Hawks never got into the game after opening the scoring in the fifth minute. 

The harder the players tried, the more mistakes were made, and Windale capitalized on everything given them. 

Trent Murphy’s defensive effort was huge, and Isaiah Bower was strong out wide. 

Brooke Roach came off the bench, recovering from a bout of acute tonsillitis, to try and inspire his team. 

Jeff Wortley and Anthony Cameron lifted at stages, but were unable to crack a resilient Windale defensive line.

The Hawks are at Myall Park this Sunday to Belmont South, who is the current competition leaders. 

The game kicks off at 2:30pm, and will be treated as a “must win” game, to get their season back on track.

JUNIOR LEAGUE

The “Tea Gardens Fencing” 7’s played Mallabula on Saturday. Logue White scored 3 tries, with Coby Bates, Lewis Smith, and Jack Nolan scoring one each.

The “Tea Gardens Masonic Centre” 10’s defeated Kotara by 30 points to ten to remain at the top of the table. 

Zane Ridley scored 3 tries, with Sophie Frazer, Jermaine Wolfram, and Lily-Anne White scoring one each. Shaq Saunders, Zane Ridley, and Zane Pietsch kicked one goal each. 

The Bel’s Building Awards went to Sam Wright as man of the match, and Sophie Frazer was  “Players Player”.

The “Tea Gardens Hawks” sponsored 12’s continued their season success with a hard fought, 12 point to 8 wins over West Newcastle. 

Mitchell Barr scored 2 ties, and Cole Johnson and Thomas McInerney kicked a goal each. 

Will Markham and Billy Watt were best in the forwards, Supported by Ezra Faasolo and Nathan Katz. Cole Johnson and Mitchell Barr stood out in the backs, assisted by Ryver Fitzgerald and Luke McCarthy. 

The Tea Gardens Auto Care “Players Player” was Mitchell Barr and man of the match was Ryver Fitzgerald.

The “JR Richards” 14’s were defeated 44 points to 14 by competition leaders West Newcastle. 

Brodan Nassif, Josh Kirkpatrick, and Brent Johnson scored tries, and Thomas Lidbury kicked one goal. 

Although out classed the team did not shirk the hard work, and are in a learning curve against the top sides. 

Cole Johnson and Cooper O’Byan took the game to Wets all day, while Tommy Tukana’s defensive effort was strong. 

Will Smith was busy at half back, while Tom Lidbury and Kye Cotterill never stopped trying.

The Country Club 17’s were leading Windale by 20 points midway through the second half, when the game was called of by the Referee after repeated infringements, and an in goal incident involving Windale players behind their line. 

The result will be determined by the Competitions Committee.

To contact the Club’s phone 0429 846747, or email: nreynolds.2@bigpond.com, or go the Hawks Tea Gardens on Facebook.

Karuah Roos 

Rugby League

By Sonja EVANS

THE Karuah Roos travelled to Fingal Bay on Saturday. 

With Fingal scoring first off an intercept. 

Good runs by Ben Langdan, Aden Callaghan, Tama Riordan, Jack Croese and Tyson Stamp. 

Also some big hits by Dwayne Fleming, Trent Saunders and Joshua Page. 

Alex Simon scored in the last few seconds of the first half for the Roo’s and Sam Croese converted taking the half time score Fingal Bay 28 Karuah 6.

The second half saw Karuah score first by Tama Riordan, then Zac Cobb went over for the Roo’s taking the score to Karuah 14 Fingal 28. 

Big hits by Jake Langdon, Joshua Page and Dylan Foley.

The final score was Fingal Bay 44 Karuah 14.

Players player 3 points Ben Langdon, 2 points Alex Simon and 1 point Aden Callaghan. 

Coaches Award Jack Croese and Man on the Hill went to Aden Callaghan.

Next week see the Roo’s at home against Paterson River kick off 2pm with the game day sponsor being Karuah Kitchens.

By Ann SCULLY

JAMES Howell and Pauly Day emerged winners after a close and very competitive game of darts at the Hawks Nest Golf Club last Thursday.


The winning mixed doubles team remained focused and composed throughout their games.


After winning a three team play off the runners up were Trevor Peirson and Mary Britton. 


An impressive 174 points was acheived by Mick Russom.


The ladies highest score was won from Mary Britton who scored 96 points.

